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Atlanta International Students Help
Buckhead Heritage Society Clean
Historic Cemetery

20 10th graders, two teachers lend hand at Mount Olive
Cemetery

Posted by Louis Mayeux , May 14, 2011 at 11:37 AM
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From Patch Staff Reports

A group of 10th graders from the

Atlanta International School worked

with Buckhead Heritage Society
members on May 7 to clean up historic Mount Olive Cemetery.

The 20 students and two of their teachers helped to remove
debris from the site, according to the Heritage Society. Society
member Elon Osby, whose ancestors are buried in the cemetery,
helped to coordinate the work day.
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At the start of the day, Erica Danylchak, executive director of the
Buckhead Heritage Society, presented a history of the cemetery
while Wright Mitchell, the society's president, provided an
overview of the legal battle to protect it.

Volunteers then worked through the morning to remove leaf
litter, small limbs, and invasive plants from the site. The
students and Buckhead Heritage Society volunteers uncovered
brickwork and other burial features that had been previously
covered by debris.

“The volunteers made great progress in just one morning, filling
120 lawn refuse bags with debris. It was very satisfying to see
the transformation of the site as a result of the commitment of
Buckhead Heritage members and AIS students,” Danylchak said.
“It was even more satisfying, however, to see the students’ high
level of interest in the history and significance of the site, which
resulted in careful attention to their work and enthusiasm over
their discoveries.”

Mount Olive Cemetery is the last remnant of the community of
Macedonia Park, initially founded by freed slaves after the Civil
War. It developed into a thriving community in the early 20th
century. However, in the 1940s, the community and its residents
were systematicallyremoved to make way for the present Frankie
Allen Park. Located at the park entrance, Mt.Olive is a .22 acre
cemetery containing approximately 45 marked and unmarked
African-American graves.

Since 2009, Buckhead Heritage has been vigorously advocating
for the preservation of Mount Olive Cemetery. In October 2010,
the Fulton County Superior Court barred a developer from
removing the graves at the site in response to a lawsuit filed
against him on behalf of Elon Butts Osby. Osby was represented
by Mitchell and his law firm Constangy, Brooks & Smith, LLP on a
pro bono basis.

#1: left to right: Buckhead Heritage Society President Wright
Mitchell, Vice President Tamara Bazzle, and Secretary Chad
Wright during the Mt. Olive Cemetery work day

#3: Left to right: AIS Grade 10 students Ayden Graham and Max
Sprott

#5: AIS students, teachers, and Buckhead Heritage members at
the completion of a successful work day at Mt. Olive Cemetery
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$90K Raised at Relay for
Life at Lovett

Erroll Davis Discusses
Accomplishments and
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Atlanta Public Schools -
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X Buckhead Attorney to
Challenge APS Board
Chair McDaniel

Austin Crute Shines
at the National High
School Musical...
Congraulations to
Greater Atlanta
Christian senior, Austin
Crute, on

recently adding a
signif...
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Atlanta’s Séren Salon
Named One of the Top
100 US Salons
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Nick Gold

Here's 35 Signs You
Grew Up In The ATL
- Sort Of

A list of 35 Signs You
Grew Up In Atlanta
was posted this

week by Buzzfeed. It
includes the us...
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Meet Rochelle: Fierce Female Flyer
\

= An inspiration to young flyers everywhere, Rochelle sits
down with Patch to tell us how she soars to the top.
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Comments

Wright Mitchell May 16, 2011 at 12:18 AM
Thanks to Patch for the coverage and thanks to AIS for the help last
weekend! It is always good to see young people interested in
making a difference in their community. Cudos to the students who
showed up and the teachers who got them interested in this
important preservation project! Wright Mitchell President Buckhead
Heritage
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GRAND OPENING PARTY

Please join Beige for cocktails & Hors D' Oeuvres,
As we celebrate The Grand Opening
of our 2nd location, in the heart of Buckhead!

July 19th 4pm-9pm

Blowout shoe sale, Alexander Wang, Barbara Bui
Camilla Skvogaard, Proenza Schouler, Givenchy, Iro

Original Price-$299-$1499 « Sales Price- $79-$199

Hi there, Buckhead
parents! Please take
this quick survey.
Thanks a bunch!
http://www.survey...
Announcements August
01, 2013 at 08:47 AM

Beets & Berries

Foster or Forever
Home Needed for
This Special Guy

If there was ever a dog
that

deserved a home more
than any other, that
dog is Jonas! Jonas is

-

8

Announcements July 31,
2013 at 09:29 PM

Mary Helen Land
Schena

Frozen Pints Craft
Beer Ice Cream
Debuts in 15 Taco
Macs

Satisfying the sweet
tooth of beer
aficionados and ice
cream

lovers, Frozen Pints
craft beer i...
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2013 at 05:06 PM
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What People Are Saying

HamBurger

Vesta Smith

Randytx

But wait,

Hunt Archbold

Upcoming Events

Ms. Vesta, that is it, it is all over tonight.
And, unfortunately, there will not be...

Dante's Closes Doors after 43 ... in Business
So sad, but I do hope he opens it in
another location bigger and better!

Dante's Closes Doors after 43 ... in Business

bob recommended: Buckhead Schools Relocate This...
in Back to School

Kimberley Simms, Communications/PR, Sarah Smith
Elementary and 1 other recommended: Principal Proctor
Shares Enthu... in Announcements

Darwin Award nominee.....

Body Found at Buckhead Bar Tue... in Breaking News

how did he 'see’ he was cold? he obviously
wasn't shivering...

Buckhead Bar Owner: Bar Will R... in Top News

Or maybe you're one of those who couldn't
care less about the baby?

Royal Baby Almost Here! in Opinion

See all »

Central Michigan University
MPA Information S...
August 1, 2013, 6:00 PM

Bluegrass and BBQ

August 1, 2013, 6:00 PM

Bluegrass and BBQ
August 1, 2013, 6:00 PM

Bluegrass and BBQ
August 1, 2013, 6:00 PM

Bluegrass and BBQ
August 1, 2013, 6:00 PM

Central Michigan University
MPA Information S...
August 1, 2013, 6:00 PM
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Who's Blogging?

g Nick Hersey, LAMFT, LAPC
Weekly posts from The Growing

Parent...

Read Nick Hersey, LAMFT, LAPC's blog »

Become a blogger today!
Get started now

The Atlanta 2-Day
Walk for Breast
Cancer

October 5-6, 2013 The
Atlanta 2-Day Walk for
Breast Cancer is a
100% local
organization that e...

Announcements July 31,
2013 at 03:37 PM

Becky Scott

Haikufest Comes to
The Artmore

Southeast Haiku
Society of America to
Hold Haikufest

Atlanta, GA, August 1,
2013

Hai...
Announcements July 31,
2013 at 03:34 PM

Terri Hale French

Moe’s Southwest
Grill Atlanta
Restaurants Raise
More Than...

Moe’s Southwest Grill,
the restaurant
franchise featuring
fresh southwest fare,
recently

annou...

Announcements July 31,
2013 at 02:23 PM

Suzy Swindle
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