CHURCH LOCKED UP

:Charch Kembers Piﬁd They Are Barred

L and Bolted from Their Charch.

APPEALED T0 THE SHERIFF

E
E -
 One Faction Claims That the Church
Door Wns Broken In and the
Lock Taken Away,

The members of the Harmony Grove
Southern Congregational church «dfd not
meet together yesterday as they had in-
tended anll as had been announced from
the pulpit.

Alany of the church members assembled
for divite worship but when they attempt-
ed to open the church bullding, they dis-
covered that the lock had been broken and
that another lock had been placed on the
door.

Albove the door knob was written, In flam-

ing letters, a large notice, which warned
them not to open the door or break the
lock, The' notice was signed by the trus-
tees of the liurmony Grove Congregational
church.
. The trustees of the Harmony Grove
Southern Congregational church immediate-
ly cama to the cily and a petition was pre-
pared by Attorneys Bishop, HIl & An-
drews, The petition prayed that the sherift
place the plaintiffs I\ possession and that
the defendants be Testrained from inter-
fering with the church building or proper-
1y. The petition was presented to Judge
Richard M. Clark and the signing of the
paper and granting of the order was his
last official act. Judge Clark signed the pe-
tition about four hours before his genth.

Yesdterday afternoon Sheriff Barnes, ae-
companied by several of the jndighant
trustees, went out to the church, which is
near Bolton, and the trustees were placed
in peaceable possession. The sign was torn
from the door and the bullding entered,
This morning & meeting of the trustecs
wiil probably be held, at which time the
adts of those whe closed the church will be
condemned, )

The members of the church claimed in
their petition that thers was*n soclety
composed of several people well known in
the neighborhood In which the chureh is
located, who styled themselves the Harmo-
ny Grove Congregational chureh, a namoe
which is almost identical with that of the
church which helds the possession of the
property, The petitloners clnimed that
none of the members of this soclety were
meimbers of the Southern Congreguiional
church,

The petltloners state that they were in
the quiet and undisturbed possession of the
church until February Sth, when S. C. Mc-
Danlel, W..F. Brewer and C. . King en-
tered the church by force, breaking off the
lock that was on the door und placed an-
other lock in fts pluce. They helleve that
the above mentigned gentlemen did an
unlnwful act and that It was maliclous on
their part. Since that Ume the church has
been in the possesslon of the defendants
and the plaintiffs have had no plece in
which they could hold divine warshin.

Church Members at War.

The petition states thut J. H. Jaloney,
Mrs. J. H, Maloney, Mrs, M. A, Pity, Mrs,
Alahuldy Cobb and Mry, Mary R. Cobb
clalm thomselves to Ve members of u so-
clety which they have called the Harmony
Grove Congregational c¢hurch and that- W,
B, Armstrong I8 the pustor and W, F,
Brewer, R. J. King, Wiley Rlce, J. H. Ma-
loney and John Cobb are trustees.

It is chinrged that this’ society, through
8. C. McDaniel, W. ¥. Brower and C. C.
King, hus broken Intg-ile-house of wor-
ship owned by ihe Southern church and
has taken poSsession.of the building. It
Was to sccure the posscssion of the buuding
and restrain the other parties from inter-
ference that the petition was brought.

Tho church door was not only opened,
but the leck was broken, so the petition
<sintes, and the lock which was once upon
the door was carried uway and another
put fn its place, Even In addition to all
this, the peution continues, a poster wus
put on the door, which read as Yollows:
© *You are hereby notified thuat any intru-
slan by opening this church, either for re-
Hgious or any other service except by the
regular membership of this the Harmony
‘Grove Congregational chureh ot by con-
sent of the trustees of same, and nny in-
trusion by any other persons wnatsoever
Wil be considered a trespass and will be
brosecuted to the full extent of the law.”

The action was taken by order of the
church and the name of Mary K. Cobl was
signed as clerk and Wiley Rice, John Cobb,
J. H. Maloney, R, J. King and W, F. Brew-
ar. trustess. J

‘Appealed to the Taw.

When the members of the Harmony Grove
Sputhern Congregational church found the
door closed and read the poster, they were
ﬁi!eti with indignation” and  Trightvous
WIrRLR, .

The situation waa discussed, when it was.
decided that the only thing that could be
done was to appeal to the law for protec-
tion and present a petition praying tor
possession of the church building aad an
injunction restralang tho others from In-
terfering with the properiy ag%in.

Judge Cilark readily slgnea the petition
and Bheriff- Barnes left early yesiorday af-
ternoon for the scene of .dissension, Sher-
ift Barnee placed the buliding [n the pos-
#esslon of the plaintiffs and returned to
the eliy.

Agked the Sheriff To Burry,

Mr. J. Al Hentley, wWno 13 a4 member of
the Southern church or the church which
brought the petition, accompanjed the sher-
iff to the church.

Hea appeared at the sheriff's office early
in the afterncon and was anxlous lhat no
time be lost in getting out to the huilding.

“No, tomerrow won't de,” said he In
urging the sheriff to go. “You see the
other faction is to hold a meeting n the
morning and we want to get possession of
the bullding before they meet. We haven't
any place In which to have prenching and
we don't want the others to get ahecad of
us,™

Mr. Bentley staled lhat he thought the
other side was willing to let negroes join
the churcly, though he wWasn't positive. ie
said he objected to that and did nov pro-
pose to have any negroes in the church in
which he worshiped.

Tt is probable that the members of the
Harmony Grove Cangregational ehurch
will resort to a similar method used by the
Southern church and will take steps to
have the church building delivered to them
by the sherifr, -



