STRIFE IN THE RANKS

Members of the Harmony Grove Chuzch
Are Not Harmonious.

THE CHURCH IN THE COURTS

One Faction Charges That the Other
Side Desires To Fellowship with
Their Negro Brethren.

The Harmony Grove Southern Congrega-
tional church, through ita attorneys, Bish-
op, Andrews & Hill, bas filed o reply to
the answer of the defendants in the case of
that church, which was recently brought
ageinst Rev, B. C. McDaniel and o_lh?-rs.'

The paper was flled yesterday WiLl rzin
Tanner and will be used in the hearing of ‘
the dispute which originated some time ago |
among the members of the Harmony Grove |
church. F

The suit now pending a hearing 18 a con-
troversy between tha Harmony Grove ‘
Southern Congregational church and other 1
members of a church, which is styled the
Harmouy Grove Congregational church, as
to the possession of the church bullding
and premises. 'Thea last official act of
Judge Richard Clark was the signing of
an order vestraimng the defendants from
interfering with the possession and decu- |
pation of the church housae by the plaintiffs, |
This- order was signed by Judge Clark
on the day of his death and just as his
name was written he was selzed with the
stroke which caused his death a fow hours
luter,

It seems that the defendants in their
answer denied all the allegations charged
by the other members and claimed that
tho members of the plaintift church had
become disgruntied and had established o
church of their own. The paper which has
just been flled by the plaintiffs is a reply
to the answer of the defendants and con-
tains some very interesting allegations of
church doctrine and church polity of the
Congreguational church,

Based Upon Doctrine.

In the paper it 18 alleged that nccording
to church government in the Congrega-
tionnl denomination cvery separate and in-
dividual church soclety ia a law unto itself,
khaving no authority” over or abova it and
to which it can in any wise bo amenable.

It is also averrcd that this particular

~ denomination is very strong from a numer-

fcal nnd financial standpoint In the north-

ern states and 1s very weak In tho south- |

. ditlon,” and that they are trying to use
. the missionary society as a leverage in the

'holding thereof and with which to force the

ern states, therefore making it necessary |
to support nearly all of the southern
churches, either partially or totally, from
the fund ralsed from northern contribu-
tions and known as the miss.onary fund,

» Rev. 8. C. McDaniel is superintendent of

this fund for Georgia, as well as one of the

defendants In the case of the cfurch mem-

bers. It Is within the scope of the office

of Mr. McDanic! to pay out of this fund,

as he controls the amount sent 10 tha
state and Is asuthorized to divide it aAmong
the various churches as he thinks best,

Object to Colored Members.

The plaintift avers that the Congregatlon-
al church of the north is seeking to im-
pose upon the Congregational church of the
south a policy known as thos"equal broth-
erhoods of man under the fathership of
God, without regard to race, celor or con-

distribution of jts patronage or the with-,

negro upon the white membership of the
Congregational church In the south with-
out thelr consent and against their will.

They say that this effort on the part of
the mnorthern churches to equalize the
white man and the negro in southern Con-
gregational churches has become so stren-
uous upon their part and.so distasteful to
the Harmony Grove Congregntional church
that the latter church made a bold stand
agalingt the fellowship of tho races or seclal
equalily in the churches. In consequence
of this gedon the Harmony Grove Congre- |
gational church was turned out of the
Galnesville district conference in August, |
18, and as a result of which the Harmony
Grove Congregationa! church held a meet-
ing, regularly called, and passed a resglu-
tion changing its name to the Harmony
Grove uouthern Congregatlonal church,
maintalning in every other respect .thoir
former doctrines and faith. :

The petitioner also claims In its reply
that the abler and more prominent preach-
ers of the Congregatlonal .churcnes 1o
Georgin were born and educated in the
north, Alled by birth and edueation with

. the wea of the negro’s r.ght to assoc.ate

as the equal of his white brother in the
churches. so seeking to imoress the mis-
slonary board of ihe northern Congrega-
tional churches that they were succeed-
ing In their attempt to fellowship the ne-
£roos with the.whites in the Congregation-
al “‘churchea of the south, in order that
financ.al asgsistance might not be cut off
from them by the miss.onary board. On
the other- hand many of them attempt to
explain away as far as possible their ideas
of fellowshiping the colored with the
white members of the churches of the
mouth, well knoawing the prejudice of the
white men of the south agninst the idea of
fellowshiping and associaling with the coi-

.ored man might bo arrayed against them,

thereby playing hot with the north and
coll with the south.’

Fach church claims {tself to be the origi-
nal church and the other to Le a set of
seceders from the original church and no
doubt many Interesting facts will be de-
veloped at the hearing next Baturday, while
it is quite certain that each side wil] be
intensely concerned as to the final oul-
come, whatever It may he.



