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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brookwood Station, located on the corner of Peachtree Road and Deering Road, was .con
ceived by its architects, Hentz, Reid and Adler, as an Italian Renaissance pavillion.
Typical of the renaissance pavillion, th~ Peachtree facade is composed of· three bays
defined on each end and separated ~y a total of four wide, brick pilasters. Each
pilaster, of the giant order, 'possesses a low limestone base and an unusual c~pital
which at first seems to be made up of one large capital. On second glance, however,
the capital proves itself to be quite deceptive, for it is, in fact, made up of two
parts: an ill-proportioned "capital" which is only slightly larger than the pilaster
base below and a portion of the building's heavy, projecting entablature. Due to the
fact that the uppermost courses of moulding in the entablature flare out in a manner
not dissimilar to most capitals, this treatment of the pilasters can be taken as
intentional on the architects' behalf. This entablature, which connects the pilasters
and is relatively flush with the brick facade which spans them, has been finished in
sections and chiseled out to bear the words "Peachtree", ItSouthern Ry." and "Station",
in the first, seco~d, and third bays respectively. In addition, each bay of this
facade is infilled by a large entranceway executed in a Palladian window mot.Lf which
is the key e~ement in producing thebuilding 1s unusual sense of scale. A double wood
and glass door is found in the center of each of these entrances and is topped by a
small canopy which is probably the only non-High Renaissance element in the motif.
The center bay canopy is actually a pedimented gable with swags s.et; between its
supporting brackets. The two end canopies are less classical and have curved tops
which terminate in acroterions. Four corinthian columns make up each of the major
vertical elements of the Palladian-inspired entranceways while large, but well
proportioned, bracketed keystones tie the round arches of the portals to the
building's entablature.
.
The south facade, which faces the Interstate highway, is one bay wide with the brick
wall terminated in both the east and west ends by the same type of wide, brick
pilasters as are found on the Peachtree front of the terminal. Between the pilasters
are four corinthian columns which are set in pairs with each pair'supporting
broken entablature that is joined by a semi-circular fanlight-type window in the
same Palladian-inspired motif as the other facades. This motif has been carried out
in smooth-cut stone and set against the red brick of the wall, reminescent of
Georgia-type detailing. A statue of the president of the
Samuel Spencer (1867-1906), which formerly stood at the Terminal Station in downtown
Atlanta, was placed on this side of the building in 19 , and positioned in such a
manner as to be framed by the decorative elements of this facade. A garden has been
created utilizing the statue as a focal point of the design and has been made into a
secluded space by means of dense shrubbery and a relatively low brick wall which was
built out from the station to better define the area.

a

The rear, or west facade, of the Brookwood Station is rather unsightly which is
attributable in large part to the functional requirements of this portion of the
building. While the station proper is basically a rectangular building, a
sheltered porch-like area and several clerk's offices have been created off of
the main block of the builtling and attached to it at a skewed angle. The
~ clumsiness of the composition of the rear facade is the direct result of this odd
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angle of attachm2nt. Overlooking the railroad tracks is the concourse from which
stairs descend to the track platform. Both the stairway and the track platform are
covered with the platform proper being some 1,100 feet in length, designed to
accommodate the largest of passenger trains. It should also be noted that the
station is so arranged that no tracks have to be crossed in any fashion to reach a
train, the primary advantage that the "through station" concept has over other
railroad terminals.

The Deering Road facade is somewhat more unified than the rear facade and the skewed
angle at which the rear additions are attached appears to be more natural on this
side of the building. A space at the side of the main block of the terminal has
been utilized as a taxi stand with a double wood and glass door leading directly
into the waiting room of the building.
The interior of the Brookwood Station is simple both in terms of its layout and
des-ign. There are two waiting room spaces, with one s lightly larger than the
other, that constitute the bulk of the main block of the building; both rooms
possess pew-like wooden benches whose curved backs act as stands for street-like
lighting lamps. A short brass rail defines the ticket window area against the
west wall of the main waiting room. A door to the left of this window gives access
to the "rear porch" of the building and the stairs that lead to the railroad
concourse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The sole survivor of a bygone era, the Brookwood Station - formerly known as the
Peachtree Station of the Southern Railway Company - is located on the Brookwood
Bridge at Peachtree and Deering Road. Its significance in the area of transpor- 
tat ion lies in the fact that it is the last of the passenger terminals in Atlanta 
a city which owes its very existence to the railroads. ,It has greater significance,
however, in the area of architecture where it proudly stands as a work of the
eminent Atlanta architects, Hentz, Reid and Adler. and represents a good example
of the "Through Station" design concept applied to a suburban railroad terminal ..
While located in what is now a bustling section -of "mid-town" Atlanta, the small
scale and minimal facilities are attributable to the fact that the station was
originally designed as a suburban station and was not intended to handle urban
-traffic. The building, from a functional standpoint, has remained suitable never
theless and the irregularly shaped site, bounded on the east by the Interstate
75-85 Connector, has been the primary force in preventing the demolition of this,
the last of the railroad passenger terminals in Atlanta.
Placed into service at one minute after midnight on March 17, 1918, the Brookwood
Station was designed to compliment the beautiful suburban residential section in
which it was originally built. Even though the neighborhood has now changed to a
highly commercialized urban environment, the old Peachtree Station has remained
almost exactly as it was when the first train, Number 36 - The United States Fast
Mail, rolled in forty minutes after midnight on the morning the building opened.
The station originally serviced fourteen trains arriving and seven departing on a
daily basis. Today, however, only a few trains come and go, primarily providing
passenger service to Birmingham and Washington, D.C.
Built in a fashion after the Italian Renaissance, the Brookwood Station was never
intended to be the "main station" - as it is now - of Atlanta. In fact, the
Atlanta Constitution of March 17, 1918 reported that the station was constructed
solely as a convenience to the customers of the Southern Railway: "Realizing
the great convenience it would prove to the residents of Atlanta . . . The
station was constructed purely for accommodation . . . and to prevent the
necessity of passengers passing within walking distance of their homes . . .
having to travel eight miles by train and six or eight miles by automobile or
~treetcar. The new station is expected to conserve at least an hour's time for
passengers and its use is also expected to greatly relieve the congestion at
Terminal Station (P. Thornton Marye, 1901; demolished 1972)."
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Time caught up with the railroads in America and Atlanta was no exception. Terminal
Station. gave ~.,ay to the wrecking ball in 1972 and Union Station (1930) followed
suit a year later. Only Brookwood Station remains: its compact size is probably
its only raison d1etre in a modern world plagued by hard economic realities. How
long the Brookwood Station will continue to operate is now questionable. Its
preservation as an architectural delight which contributes a sense of humanized
scale and dignity to the now characterless urban environment in which it is
located, is essential.
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Bounded on the north by Deering Road, on the south by Interstate 75-85 Connector,
on the east bT Peachtree Road and on the west by the Southern Railway tracks
right-of-way .
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