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2024 Holiday Gathering 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the Buckhead Heritage Holiday 

Gathering on Sunday, December 15th, at the exquisite home of Lisa and 



John Snodgrass.  By all accounts, it was a big success. With the help of 

our sponsors, donations, and ticket sales, we raised over $32,000.00, an 

essential portion of our 2024 operating budget. We were also pleased 

with our attendance of over 150 participants, a sold out crowd. 

 

We so appreciate our sponsors: 

 

Presenting Sponsor 

Arrow Exterminators 

 

Gold Sponsor 

Georgia Banking Company 

 

Silver Sponsor 

Arbormedics 

 

Patron 

Tamara and Ken Bazzle 

Robb Bunnen 

Sherri and Jess Crawford 

Sandy and Dave Ferguson 

Judy and Tom Jones 

Mrs. Frank H. Maier, Jr. 

Antonia and Wright Mitchell 

Ann and Fay Pearce, Jr. 

 

Host Committee Members   

Betsy and Scott Akers, Jr. 

Blain and Ivan Allen, IV 

Beckie and John Amos 

Ann and John Beach 

Bianca and Mark Bell 

Howard C. Benson 

Suzette and Stan Brading 

Marcie Brown 



 

Carol J. Clark 

Marcia and John Donnell 

Buffie and Mark Feidler 

Sally and William Finch 

Carol Grady 

Penny and George Hart 

Pamela and Neville Isdell 

Judy and Tom Jones 

J. Kelley 

Alfred Kennedy and Bill Kenny 

Kathy and Richard Lee 

Sherry and John W. Lundeen, III 

Charlotte and Bob Margolin 

Mrs. Sam Massell 

Alec Michaelides and Kenneth Lemm 

Christy and Sonny Morris 

Mary and Felton Norwood 

Susan and Rick Patton 

Becky and Mark Riley 

Debbie Seibert 

Judith and Tim Vanderver 

Susan and Frank Virgin 

Mary Anne Walser and James Haverty Smith 

Linda DeFoor Wickham 

Nancy and Joe Wilen 

Christie and Chad Wright 

 



  

Speaker Series:  Larry Edge, a Buckhead 
Heritage Member, will interview Peter Sasgen 

about his book Hellcats 

  

Thursday, January 23, 7 p.m., Free 

Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room 
 

“The brick apartment building at 18 Collier Road, Atlanta Georgia, still 
stands. Today it’s in demand for its proximity to Midtown and Buckhead, 
and across the street a major medical facility Piedmont Hospital. In July 
1945 it was home to Sarah Simms Edge and her daughter Sarah age 
three…” 
  
The above are the opening lines of the story described in the 
book HELLCATS which had a significant impact on a Buckhead 
family.  The daughter described above is Sarah Edge Shuler.  One of our 
presenters is part of that family, and the other is the author.  Interwoven 
throughout the book are the story of this family during World War II and a 
heart-stopping true account of a submarine mission aimed at destroying 



 

Japan's merchant marine lifeline and ending the war. The USS Bonefish, 
whose captain was Cmdr. Lawrence L. Edge, was one of nine 
submarines on that mission. By 1945, the U.S. Navy's submarine force in 
the Pacific had sunk over a thousand enemy cargo ships and tankers 
supplying the food, weapons, and oil Japan needed to continue to fight. 
Yet this once mighty merchant fleet continued to thrive in the Sea of 
Japan, where, protected from American submarines by a seemingly 
impenetrable barrier of deadly minefields, they provided a tenuous lifeline 
for the Japanese. Senior American commanders believed that if these 
enemy ships were sunk, Japan would be forced to surrender. Here is the 
incredible story of the daring plot to penetrate those minefields and 
decimate the enemy fleet and the resulting impact of the Edge family. The 
mission would hinge on a new experimental sonar system that would, 
with luck, guide American submarines safely past the mines and into the 
Sea of Japan and return back to the open sea. 
  

  

Register  

 

  

https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.722111537


 

Speaker Series:  Dr. Todd Groce, Georgia 
Historical Society President and CEO 

 

Thursday, February 20, 7 p.m., Free 
  

Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room 
  

One of the leading public history executives in the nation, W. Todd Groce 
has over 30 years of experience as an educator and administrator and 
has led institutions in raising over $100 million for educational 
programming, capital projects, and endowment. 

“The Georgia Historical Society stands in a special position between the 
academic community and the public,” says Groce. “There’s an amazing 
body of scholarship being produced in colleges and universities around 
the country but most of it is not reaching the public. That’s where GHS 
comes in. We’re the bridge between the academy and the public, 
connecting the scholarship with a wider audience, and increasing access 
to history.” 

Building that bridge has positioned the Georgia Historical Society as the 
preeminent source for Georgia history. Since 1995 the Society has 
developed over a dozen new public educational programs, including 
major initiatives such as the radio/television/internet program “Today in 
Georgia History” (a collaborative project with Georgia Public 
Broadcasting); the Civil War 150 Historical Marker Project; the Georgia 
Civil Rights Trail; the Georgia History Festival; and, in partnership with 
the Office of the Governor, the Georgia Trustees, the highest honor the 
state of Georgia can confer. 
  

Register 

 

https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.752626721


  

Speaker Series:  Danielle Meunier, Georgia 
Trust For Historic Preservation    Preservation 

Programs Coordinator 
 

Thursday, March 27, 7 p.m., Free 
  

Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room 
 

Danielle Meunier joined The Georgia Trust in 2017 as the Preservation 
Communications Coordinator and now serves as Preservation Programs 
Coordinator. In this position, she works with the organization’s advocacy 
and educational programs, which involve working toward preservation 
solutions for endangered historic sites; educating constituents about 
preservation techniques and policies; connecting them with resources; 
and providing technical assistance and guidance.  
 
Danielle will discuss their New Advocacy Toolkit: Help Save Historic Sites 
Important to You!  Whether you’re passionate about protecting a local 
landmark or want to safeguard the character of your community, 
their Advocacy Toolkit is your go-to resource. From conducting essential 
research to mobilizing community support, our toolkit provides practical 



 

guidance and actionable steps to help you make a real impact. 
  

Register 

 

  

 

2024 Bob Helget Volunteer Award 
 

This year's award recipient was Tamara Bazzle. Thornton Kennedy 
presented the award to her at the Holiday Gathering. 
 
 As the Historic Cemeteries Chair, Tamara actively engages with all the 
cemeteries under our care. She ensures that Harmony Grove and Mount 
Olive are properly maintained and organizes public cleanup efforts. She 
regularly checks with the office to identify cemeteries that require 
attention and organizes cleanups and headstone cleanings on a 
consistent basis. It is with great pleasure that the Buckhead Heritage 
Board awards this honor to Tamara. 
  

 

https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.753082491


  

 

2024  Belle Turner Lynch Preservation Award 
 

John Beach presented this  year's award to three Bunnen family 
members, Melissa Bunnen Jernigan, Belinda Bunnen Reusch, and Robb 
Bunnen. Robb accepted the award. 
 
The Bunnen family members worked with the Conservation Fund 
(Washington, DC) and the city of Atlanta to preserve their family home 
and 30 acres on Randell Mill Road for a new City of Atlanta Park. The 
property is known as the Lucinda Bunnen estate after their high-profile 
photographer and arts activist mom who died in 2022 at 92 years of age. 
Local architect Cecil Alexander designed the Bunnen home in 1956, and 
the family purchased adjacent parcels as they became available. 

 



  

 

                              

Executive Director's Report 

 

If you did not have the chance to attend our 2024 Holiday Gathering, you 
missed a wonderful event. Everything seemed to click including the 
exquisite house, the food, the refreshments, and seeing so many of our 
wonderful supporters. 
 
If you are looking for inspiring historic articles for the new year, I highly 
recommend the magazine Georgia BackRoads. There is a fascinating 
article about  how Henry Grady promoted John B. Gordon to become 
Governor of Georgia in 1886. One quote that jumped out to me from the 
magazine was "the preservation of historic places is more than protecting 
soil, mortar, and lumber. It is preserving and passing down the spirit of 
determination, the honor of willpower, and the gratitude of progress." 

  

If you are not a member of Buckhead Heritage, I hope you will consider 
joining us. One of the reasons we can provide free programs is because 
of our strong membership support. 
 

 

Take care, 
 

  

Richard Waterhouse 

 



 

To Join or Renew Buckhead Heritage 

Membership 
 

Go Here  or contact Richard Waterhouse at the office, (404) 467-9447, or 
email  rwaterhouse@buckheadheritage.com.  

 

 

2024 Board & Staff 
 

Officers 
Ivan Allen IV - President 
Thornton Kennedy - Vice President 
Frank W. Virgin - Secretary 
Michael Armstrong - Treasurer 
Charlotte Margolin - Past President 
 
Board of Directors 
Beckie Amos 
Howard Benson 
Carol C. Grady 
Chris Hastings 
Alec Michaelides 
Christy Morris 
Elon Butts Osby 
James M. Ottley 
Elizabeth Morgan 
    Spiegel 
Judith Vanderver 
Mary Anne Walser 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emeritus Board 
Tamara A. Bazzle 
John Beach  
Wright Mitchell 
E. Fay Pearce, Jr.  
 
Advisory Board 
Edward L. 
    Daugherty, FASLA  
 
Executive Director 
Richard Waterhouse  
 

 

Our contact information: 

 

Buckhead Heritage, 3180 Mathieson Drive, Suite 200, Atlanta, 
GA  30305  
(404) 467-9447 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/40066050/1367121803/80363116/0/48618/?x=d0c1b0dd
http://buckheadheritage.com/join-now/
mailto:rwaterhouse@buchkheadheritage.com


 

info@buckheadheritage.com    
Buckheadheritage.com 

 

  

 

mailto:info@buckheadheritage.com
http://buckheadheritage.com/

