FEBRUARY 2025
Newsletter

Speaker Series: Dr. Todd Groce, Georgia
Historical Society President and CEO

Thursday, February 20, 7 p.m., Free



Cathedral of Saint Philip, Room 316
(Please note new location for this program)

One of the leading public history executives in the nation, W. Todd Groce
has over 30 years of experience as an educator and administrator and
has led institutions in raising over $100 million for educational
programming, capital projects, and endowment.

“The Georgia Historical Society stands in a special position between
the academic community and the public,” says Groce. “There’s an
amazing body of scholarship being produced in colleges and
universities around the country but most of it is not reaching the public.
That's where GHS comes in. We're the bridge between the academy
and the public, connecting the scholarship with a wider audience, and
increasing access to history.”

Building that bridge has positioned the Georgia Historical Society as
the preeminent source for Georgia history. Since 1995 the Society has
developed over a dozen new public educational programs, including
major initiatives such as the radio/television/internet program “Today in
Georgia History” (a collaborative project with Georgia Public
Broadcasting); the Civil War 150 Historical Marker Project; the Georgia
Civil Rights Trail; the Georgia History Festival; and, in partnership with
the Office of the Governor, the Georgia Trustees, the highest honor
the state of Georgia can confer.

Reqister



https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.752626721

Speaker Series: Danielle Meunier, Georgia
Trust For Historic
Preservation Preservation Programs
Coordinator

Thursday, March 27, 7 p.m., Free
Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room

Danielle Meunier joined The Georgia Trust in 2017 as the Preservation
Communications Coordinator and now serves as Preservation
Programs Coordinator. In this position, she works with the
organization’s advocacy and educational programs, which involve
working toward preservation solutions for endangered historic sites;
educating constituents about preservation techniques and policies;
connecting them with resources; and providing technical assistance
and guidance.

Danielle will discuss their New Advocacy Toolkit: Help Save Historic



Sites Important to You! Whether you’re passionate about protecting a
local landmark or want to safeguard the character of your community,
their Advocacy Toolkitis your go-to resource. From conducting
essential research to mobilizing community support, our toolkit
provides practical guidance and actionable steps to help you make a
real impact.

Register

Speaker Series: Rosa McHugh, The Chastain
Park Conservancy President and CEO

Thursday, April 24, 7 p.m., Free
Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room

With a dedicated commitment to non-profit leadership and a robust
background in architecture and urban design, Rosa proudly serve as the
President and CEO of the Chastain Park Conservancy. Her Latino heritage
infuses her work with a rich cultural perspective. With a Bachelor of
Architecture from Syracuse University, a Master of City Planning from
Georgia Tech, and a minor in Historic Preservation from Georgia State
University, Rosa's academic journey and lifelong curiosity has shaped a


https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.753082491

profound understanding of the vital role the public realm plays in our
communities.

The Chastain Park Conservancy is a not-for-profit, 501¢3 organization
dedicated to the stewardship of Troy Chastain Memorial Park’s natural
and historic resources. Our mission is to restore, enhance, maintain
and preserve the Park’s 268 acres for its over 3.2 million annual
visitors.

Register

Dimostheni Galaktiadis (1940 - 2025)

We were saddened to hear about the death of Demos

Galaktiadis. Many of you attended the Buckhead Heritage Pancake
Supper and Demos' talk about the White House Restaurant on
September 24th, 2018. John Beach wrote the following about the
event which sums up well the life of Demos: "The White House
Restaurant has been a Buckhead institution since 1948, when it
opened in the Buckhead triangle, now Loudermilk Park, before moving
a block north on Peachtree in 1974."

"Co-owner Demos Galaktiadis talked about Buckhead history and


https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.769636393

stories at the White House over the last almost 50 years he had been
there. Movie stars and musicians, politicians, and everyday Buckhead
folks came in daily. From Lester Maddox to President Carter,
governors and senators, beautiful actresses, and rap stars, the White
House was open for business. Demos said Marco Rubio came in
during 2017, and quipped he had finally made it to the White House.
One of his favorite early customers was pastry chef Henri, who came
in for coffee and a biscuit in the mornings after baking all night."
Please click here to view his obituary.

We are sorry that we had to postpone our Hellcats program but the
author was driving up from Saint Augustine and the weather did not
cooperate. The good news is that we have rescheduled the

program for September 25, 7 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Philip
Child Hall. The original January date had 92 people sign, so hurry and
register before it is full by clicking here.

We are excited that Buckhead Heritage will be part of the Atlanta
Preservation Center's "Phoenix Flies" once again and we will offer the
very popular Peachtree Heights East Walking Tour on Saturday,
March 15th at 10 a.m. Please look for APC's Phoenix Flies booklet
where you can sign up for the tour. If you have not been to any


https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/sandy-springs-ga/dimostheni-galaktiadis-12216747
https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.722111537

Phoenix Flies tours, programs, and events, | urge you to go because
you can see some historic sites that are not usually open to the public.

Take care,

Richard Waterhouse

To Join or Renew Buckhead Heritage
Membership

Go Here or contact Richard Waterhouse at the office, (404) 467-9447,
or email rwaterhouse@buckheadheritage.com.
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