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Speaker Series:  Rosa McHugh, The Chastain 
Park Conservancy President and CEO 

 

Thursday, April 24, 7 p.m., Free 
  

Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room 
 

With a dedicated commitment to non-profit leadership and a robust 

background in architecture and urban design, Rosa proudly serves as the 



 

President and CEO of the Chastain Park Conservancy. Her Latino heritage 

infuses her work with a rich cultural perspective. With a Bachelor of 

Architecture from Syracuse University, a Master of City Planning from 

Georgia Tech, and a minor in Historic Preservation from Georgia State 

University, Rosa's academic journey and lifelong curiosity has shaped a 

profound understanding of the vital role the public realm plays in our 

communities. 
  

The Chastain Park Conservancy is a not-for-profit, 501c3 organization 
dedicated to the stewardship of Troy Chastain Memorial Park’s natural 
and historic resources. Our mission is to restore, enhance, maintain 
and preserve the Park’s 268 acres for its over 3.2 million annual 
visitors. 

  

Register 

 

  

Speaker Series: McCracken Poston, Jr. 

 Discussing His Book Zenith Man 

  

https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.769636393


 

Thursday, May 22, 2025, 7 p.m. 

 

Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room 

  

In October 1997, the town of Ringgold in northwest Georgia was 
shaken by reports of a murder in its midst. A dead woman was found 
in Alvin Ridley's house--and even more shockingly, she was the wife 
no one knew he had. 
McCracken Poston had been a state representative before he lost his 
bid for U.S. Congress and returned to his law career. Alvin Ridley was 
a local character who once sold and serviced Zenith televisions. 
Though reclusive and an outsider, the "Zenith Man," as Poston knew 
him, hardly seemed capable of murder. 
Alvin was a difficult client, storing evidence in a cockroach-infested 
suitcase, unwilling to reveal key facts to his defender. Gradually, 
Poston pieced together the full story behind Virginia and Alvin's 
curious marriage and her cause of death--which was completely 
overlooked by law enforcement. Calling on medical experts, testimony 
from Alvin himself, and a wealth of surprising evidence gleaned from 
Alvin's junk-strewn house, Poston presented a groundbreaking 
defense that allowed Alvin to return to his peculiar lifestyle, a free man. 
Years after his trial, Alvin was diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder, a revelation that sheds light on much of his lifelong personal 
battle--and shows how easily those who don't fit societal norms can be 
castigated and misunderstood. Part true crime, part courtroom drama, 
and full of local color, Zenith Man is also the moving story of an 
unexpected friendship between two very different men that changed--
and perhaps saved--the lives of both. 
 

The book will be available for sale at the event and the author will be 
available to sign the book. 
 

  

Register 

 

https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.773277719


  

Speaker Series: David Yoakley Mitchell & Don Rooney  

 Discussing Tuxedo Park Historic District 

 

Thursday, June 26, 2025, 7 p.m. 

Cathedral of Saint Philip Gould Room 
 

Join David Yoakley Mitchell, Executive Director of the Atlanta 
Preservation Center, and Don Rooney, National Register Specialist 
with the State Historic Preservation Office as they talk about the recent 
listing of Tuxedo Park Historic District in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Tuxedo Park subdivision began as a planned, 
early automobile-dependent suburban residential community. Initiated 
in 1911 and fully built-out by 1975, the district contains just over 500 
buildings representing a range of early- to mid-20th century house 
types and styles, the majority of which retain their historic integrity. 
Tuxedo Park is a remarkable example of a community based upon 
amenities, aesthetics, deed restrictions, and the necessity for car 
ownership, during the first three decades of development. Tuxedo 



 

Park is also significant because of its Landscape Architecture as 
an unparalleled example of a suburban residential landscape adhering 
to early-20th-century design principles, and it is enhanced by 
the work of many local and regionally prominent landscape architects 
undertaken for individual clients.  Tuxedo Park retains an exceptional 
diversity of residential architecture produced by influential architects 
and architectural firms. 
Tuxedo Park - like Buckhead - enhances the contributions and identity 
for Atlanta - and we look forward to sharing this appreciation. 
  

Register 

  

 

  

 

Executive Director's Report 

 

We had 15 folks join us for the Phoenix Flies Peachtree Heights East 
Walking Tour in March. One of the highlights is that someone had 
been in the "model house" for the neighborhood. We will continue our 
walking tours the remainder of the year. 
 
I have had fun seeing who attends our programs. For example, at the 
last one, two of my docents from my days as the High Museum of Art 

https://app.etapestry.com/cart/BuckheadHeritageSociety/default/item.php?ref=534.0.784874539


 

Weekend Docent Coordinator. I have not seen them for over 30 years 
and I enjoyed reminiscing about the High Museum docent program. 
 
We are still looking for a Garden for our spring garden party. If you 
have any suggestions, let me know. 
 
We so appreciate your support and we hope to see you at many of the 
programs in the future. 
 

Take care, 
 

  

Richard Waterhouse 

 

 

To Join or Renew Buckhead Heritage 

Membership 
 

Go Here  or contact Richard Waterhouse at the office, (404) 467-9447, 
or email  rwaterhouse@buckheadheritage.com.  

 

 

Buckhead Heritage Mission Statement 
 

Buckhead Heritage strives to enhance the quality of life in Buckhead by 

identifying, preserving, and promoting its historic resources. 
 

We endeavor to foster a conscious respect within the community for its 

rich and diverse history, ensuring that Buckhead’s historic resources are 

accommodated in future growth and secured for the benefit of the 

community. 
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Ivan Allen IV - President 
Thornton Kennedy - Vice President 
Frank W. Virgin - Secretary 
Michael Armstrong - Treasurer 
Charlotte Margolin - Past President 
 
Board of Directors 
Beckie Amos 
Howard Benson 
Carol C. Grady 
Chris Hastings 
Alec Michaelides 
Christy Morris 
Elon Butts Osby 
James M. Ottley 
Elizabeth Morgan 
    Spiegel 
Judith Vanderver 
Mary Anne Walser 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emeritus Board 
Tamara A. Bazzle 
John Beach  
Wright Mitchell 
E. Fay Pearce, Jr.  
 
Advisory Board 
Edward L. 
    Daugherty, FASLA  
 
Executive Director 
Richard Waterhouse  
 

 

 

Our contact information: 

 

Buckhead Heritage, 3180 Mathieson Drive, Suite 200, Atlanta, 
GA  30305  
(404) 467-9447 

info@buckheadheritage.com    
Buckheadheritage.com 
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